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Sonnet 17 develops the theme of how my 
MORTAL ‘FAIR YOUTH’ might be made IMMORTAL 

through the power of my writing.

 Here, though, the emphasis is on poetry Here, though, the emphasis is on poetry's 
INADEQUACY to the task: instead of my verse 

making the youth IMMORTAL, it’s ‘BUT AS A TOMB / 
WHICH HIDES YOUR LIFE AND SHOWS NOT HALF YOUR 

PARTS . 
 

Even if I could do justice to my YouthEven if I could do justice to my Youth's beauty and 
graces, I say, future generations who hadn't seen 
him would think I lied, NOT BELIEVING SUCH BEAUTY 

COULD EVER HAVE EXISTED ON EARTH.
 

I propose a SOLUTION in the COUPLET: If my fair I propose a SOLUTION in the COUPLET: If my fair 
youth be the YOUTH’S IMAGE, and would also PROVE 
THE TRUTH OF MY RECREATION OF HIM IN VERSE. 

could YOU write a sonnet that deals with the 
power of writing to MEMORIALISE (PRESERVE IN 

WRITING) PEOPLE, PLACES or THINGS? or might you 
use the sonnet form to convey an IMAGE OR IDEA 
to a FUTURE GENERATION – perhaps one that you 

think future generations might struggle to believe?

 in SONNET 135, i play with and PUN on my name,
drawing on the many possible meanings of WILL. 

in the line ‘WHO EVER HATH HER WISH, THOU HAST 
THY WILL’, ‘will’ can mean ‘DESIRE’ or refer to 

ANOTHER MAN CALLED WILL – 
a RIVAL for the LADY’S affections ! 

  
the following line, ‘AND WILL TO BOOT, AND WILL IN 
OVERPLUS’, is intended to suggest not only that my 
LADY has an EXCESS OF SUITORS CALLED WILL (me 

and my rival), but also that she has an 
EXCESS OF DESIRE. 

 
hhowever, ‘WILL’, like ‘WILLY’, has another well-known
meaning, which you’ll see lends some NAUGHTY 

POSSIBILITIES !

tthere are plenty of other names that could make 
good starting points for your own PUNNING sonnet – 
perhaps yours is one of them !  or maybe you know a 
MARK, or NICK or MAy. . . you could even play with a 

very famous name connected to portsmouth, 
MARY ROSE !
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